
Devotion  

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come 
before his presence with singing. Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath 
made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter 
into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, 
and bless his name. For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 
endureth to all generations.” Psalm 100 KJV  

Thanksgiving is a holiday that puts a lot of pressure on us to be thankful. For most of us, 
this last year has been daunting. We’ve learned what it means to work from home, go to 
school at home, to avoid crowded stores and entertainment venues. Fear and loss have 
been constant companions. We remember Thanksgiving days surrounded by friends 
and family and we know it will be different this year. 

Gratitude is not something you can just manufacture. It is not forced optimism. It’s not a 
denial of real pain and loss.  Nor is it the power of positive thinking - focusing on the 
good things in life. How can we be grateful people this Thanksgiving in the midst of a 
pandemic?  

The remarkable thing about the biblical command to praise and thank God, to make a 
joyful noise and come into God’s presence with thanksgiving, is that it is mostly written 
by people who had precious little to be cheerful or joyful about. Many of the most 
glorious psalms of thanksgiving were written at times of tragedy, exile, and suffering. In 
fact, there is something about thanks giving that is more powerful and more authentic 
when it is experienced and expressed not in the good times, when it’s easy to be 
grateful, but in the not so good times. There is something absolutely authentic when 
words of gratitude are uttered in the face of loss and diminishment and tragedy, 
something almost magnificently defiant about gratitude in adversity. 

That first winter in New England the pilgrims had precious little to be thankful about. 
Seven times as many graves were dug for the dead as were homes built for the living. 
Of the 110 Pilgrims and crew who left England, less than 50 survived the first winter. 
More than half their number died that winter - in what they called ‘the starving time,’ 
where a ration of five kernels of corn was apportioned to each adult for a meal. 

It was the next year, when a successful harvest was in, that they set aside a day for 
Thanksgiving. It’s important to remember that just a few months before they were facing 
starvation, digging graves in the rocky soil for their children, wives, husbands. That as 
they sat down to eat a Thanksgiving feast together their hearts were still broken from 
the grief and trauma.  

Even today, on Thanksgiving Day, the people of Plymouth, Massachusetts and some 
throughout New England – have the custom of putting 5 kernels of corn on an autumn 
leaf at each table setting on the Thanksgiving table. As a reminder to people today who 
enjoy a good bounty, of the "starving time" of long ago. 



Perhaps this Thanksgiving, whether you are alone or sharing a meal with those you live 
with at home, perhaps you could pause to remember those 5 kernels of corn, and you 
could pause and name 5 things for which you are truly grateful.  

Thanksgiving – Thanksliving – is always a work in process.  But every pilgrim knows 
that God is to be trusted in good season and in bad. And we can give thanks to God that 
the Lord has not brought us this far to abandon us in the wilderness of our own despair 
and disappointment, and for that we thank God. Amen. 

Yours in the journey, 

Pastor Kristen 

Announcements 

A Christmas Gift for the Women of the Church: Since May, Lenore Enloe has been 
working away like a Christmas elf, making beautiful hand-made angels as Christmas 
ornaments as a gift for the women of the church. This gift can be found on the table in 
the narthex by the front door for you to take with you as you leave worship on Sundays 
at 10 a.m. or Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Each ornament is in it’s own plastic bag with a 
small note.  We thank Lenore for the thoughtful and loving expression in this gift.   

GIVING TREE: The annual Giving Tree will be up again in the church narthex starting 
Sunday, November 29th through December 13th. Your gifts of mittens, scarves, gloves 
and toys will be donated to the Jones Center in Chicago Heights. Please deposit your 
gifts in the boxes below the tree. 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER UPPER ROOMS are available in the narthex for pick up. If 
you would like yours delivered to your door, please contact Pastor Kristen at (224) 
628-9128 and she’ll drop one off at your door. 


