
Devotion 

God knows, we are in unprecedented times. Today the beginning signs of a loosening of social 
distancing orders are all around us. We are hopeful that we’ll be re-opening the church in the 
relatively-near future. Halleluiah!  But then again, that brings new questions.   

Today’s devotion comes from our Bishop, Sally Dyck. She is offering us a smart, helpful 
roadmap through the questions we need to be asking as a faith community. I am most grateful 
for her leadership and wise words. Please read her following letter. I will offer a few words of 
my own at the end. 

From Bishop Sally Dyck: 
The bars and restaurants have been closed for weeks now. I’ve noticed the last couple of 
weeks, however, that some of them are doing renovation: pulling out all the glassware, 
removing the tables and chairs, working on light fixtures, upgrading décor, and often pulling 
up old flooring in order to put down new flooring.  

These are things they can’t do easily when they have customers coming and going all day and 
night long. This renovation also gives me hope that they expect to re-open after people can 
go back to bars and restaurants!  

Like some bars and restaurants, as churches we have take-out and delivery, if you will! We 
deliver online worship services going on, Bible studies, outreach ministries, and other 
essential ministries. And some of our outreach ministries to those who need food are literally 
“take out.” 

But like these bars and restaurants going down to the flooring, this is a good time for 
churches to go down to the “foundation” of what it means to be a church. Ironically, our 
annual conference theme for this year is: Y Church?  

Going down to the foundation of what it means to be a church is an essential task for this 
time. Why church? In this time of being unable to gather, what have we learned about "why 
church?" What has it meant to you? Why worship? Why fellowship? What part of a gathering 
body of followers do you miss the most? Why your church in your community? Clergy with 
laity: you need to meditate on this and have some conversations about why church. Go down 
to the foundation of your existence. 

I always think that our mission statement as the UMC should be a question: Why make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world? This is the key question for why 
church!  

But then the next question after "why" is "what." Once these bars and restaurants get their 
flooring in, they’ll begin to put in what it takes to run a bar or restaurant. Maybe some things 
will be new; others will be spruced up (deep- cleaned) and ready for us to return someday – 
essentials of being a bar or restaurant. 

What are the essentials of your church? What difference does your church make in the lives of 
the membership of your church and beyond? Some of you have widened your circle quite a 
bit! What is essential in reaching out to them in going forward beyond this time of sheltering 
in place?  



And then, what’s non-essential? What have you and the church been spending time and energy 
on, or maybe placed an over-emphasis on, that is really non-essential? It may or may not need 
to be eliminated but de-emphasized in importance compared to growing in faith and caring 
for the vulnerable. 

After "why" and "what" comes "how." Too often we begin with "how," especially in our anxiety—
how are we going to do things in this unprecedented time? "How" is probably the question I 
hear the most these days: 

    How are we going to be able to make our buildings safe when we can gather again? 
    How are we going to start up ministries to the most vulnerable again while keeping safe 
ourselves? 
    How are we going to have annual conference? 
    How will we be able to move by July 1? 
    How are we going to exist financially as individuals/families, local churches, the annual 
conference and even the denomination? 
    How, how, how? 

Don’t think I’m dismissing "how" questions – I have them myself! Everything seems so hard 
these days! The Cabinet and I keep wrestling with whether we keep to a July 1 start date for 
new appointments; so far we are. We keep trying to figure out what are the best educational 
webinars that people need—stewardship, online worship services, intentional discipleship 
systems, applying for CARES Act funds to ensure paying employees; these and more are some 
of the webinars we’ve had through video conferencing. Let us know what topics you would 
like us to cover! 

A team of clergy is meeting (online of course) to glean best practices for the time when we 
can gather again, whether that’s in groups of 10, 50, 100, 250, or more. It’s called the ReTurn 
Team, whose work will be available a little closer to the time we can gather.  

There are so many hows! And there are not easy and fast answers to them; sometimes our 
answers change as we learn more about COVID-19. But keep asking the "why" questions! 

Frankly, I find it’s easy to stress out on the "how" questions because the "why" questions are 
harder but in fact more pertinent at this time than ever before. Some say that after 9/11, 
people flocked back to churches…for about three weeks. And there has been a precipitous 
drop in church attendance and affiliation ever since. I often wonder about that and I wonder 
about it now because this is a critical time for us as people of faith to meet the spiritual 
needs and questions that are heightened at this time.  

The scriptural verse for our annual conference this year: “Always be ready to make your 
defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 
3:15b). Don’t let the bars and restaurants be the only place where people go to satisfy their 
hunger and thirst. Let others find in us a compelling hope, comforting love, and a profound 
spiritual depth that satisfies their spiritual hunger and thirst. 

~Bishop Sally Dyck 



When we re-open, how will Crete United Methodist Church be poised to satisfy the spiritual 
hunger and thirst of our neighbors?  

As your pastor, I am asking all of us to enter into a time of discernment. Discernment is the 
process of determining God's desire in a situation. True discernment means not only 
distinguishing the right from the wrong; it means distinguishing the primary from the 
secondary, the essential from the indifferent, and the permanent from the transient.  

Begin praying, pondering, imagining, envisioning what God would want CUMC to look like 
when we re-open our doors. Ask why, what, and then, how. As you listen for God’s guidance, 
God will speak to you. James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who 
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.” Your contribution is 
needed, it is irreplaceable. As part of this Body of Christ, our discernment would be less 
without hearing what God has to offer through you. 

Then please email me with your contribution at klarsen@creteumc.org and I will collate all 
the information. This will be the critical resource for the Church Council as steps begin for re-
opening. 

God knows we are on a road we’ve never walked before. But just like those disciples on the 
road to Emmaus, we may well discover the Risen Christ walking beside us - giving us the 
promise of new life for this church and it’s mission here the crossroads of Main and Exchange, 
right in the heart of Crete, Illinois.  
Yours in the journey, 
Pastor Kristen 
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