
Devotion  
I confess I have felt on edge about today and there is little comfort in knowing that I am 
not alone. Today is the inauguration of Joe Biden as the 46th President of the United 
States. Many of us feel uneasy about this particular inauguration due to the political 
unrest we’ve all seen in recent weeks. I’ve been hearing from some of you: Will there be 
attacks on state capitols? Will there be violence as Joe Biden becomes president?  
The peaceful transition of government has long been a point of pride in our democracy. 
It is something we’ve taken for granted. But today, we see Washington DC in lockdown, 
fences surrounding our Capitol buildings and the presence of the Nation Guard in the 
thousands.  
There will be protests today but let me say that I don’t believe there will be widespread 
violence. That, at the very least, is our prayer.  
And so, I ask you to join with me in prayer this morning for a peaceful transition and for 
the healing of this nation: 
Loving and merciful God, today we pray for a peaceful transition. We pray for our nation 
going forward, to continue to promote liberty and freedom, justice and peace for all. We 
pray for the people of the United States, to engage in a spirit of cooperation, tranquility, 
and respect for one another. We pray for our new President, that before him at all times 
will be the charge to protect and defend the rights of all citizens, especially the weakest 
and most vulnerable among us. We pray for all civic authorities, entrusted with care for 
the common good, to act with loving care in all they do. We pray for the healing of this 
nation and for your Church, that we may be instruments of your healing and peace. 
Empower us to serve as beacons of the light of Christ in a world in the shadows of fear, 
violence, and division. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. In the name of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.  

Yours in the journey, 
Pastor Kristen 

Announcements 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP TO REOPEN THIS SUNDAY: With heartfelt joy, Crete United 
Methodist Church will return to in-person worship on Sundays, beginning January 24th, 
at 10am, and Wednesday nights, beginning January 27th, at 7pm. We continue to use 
the best safety protocols and would love to see you.  All are welcome! 


