
Devotion  

My Dear Beloved Community, 

Like many of you, I’ve been watching the news coverage of the six-day celebration of 
John Lewis’ life.  

I’ve been moved by the many tributes. I’ve watched the procession crossing Edmund 
Pettus Bridge where on March 7, 1965, Lewis was beaten unconscious by Alabama 
State Troopers and nearly died.   I’ve watched the long lines waiting outside the 
Capitol Building to pay their respects, where inside the building he served for 33 years 
and was known by his peers as “the moral conscious of the Congress”. 

I remember when John Lewis forgave Edwin Wilson back in 2009. Wilson had been a 
member of the Ku Klux Klan back in the spring of 1961. He participated in the beating 
of John Lewis in the Rock Hill, S.C. Greyhound bus station. In 2009, Wilson traveled to 
Washington D.C. to meet with John Lewis to ask for forgiveness. This was the very 
first apology Lewis had ever received for the violence committed against him in the 
civil rights era. He said that he had never questioned whether to accept it. “It’s in 
keeping with the philosophy of nonviolence. That’s what the movement was always 
about, to have the capacity to forgive and move toward reconciliation.” 

“I accepted the teaching of Jesus, the way of love, the way of nonviolence, the spirit 
of forgiveness and reconciliation. The idea that hate is too heavy a burden to bear. I 
don’t want to go down that road. I’ve seen too much hate, seen too much violence. 
And I know love is a better way,” he said. 

Lewis was a theology student in college when he got involved in the movement 
because of his own belief that all people were created equal in the image of God, 
worthy of dignity and justice. Martin Luther King Jr. inspired him to put those ideas 
into action. “I heard Dr. King say things like, ‘We must not just be concerned about 
the pearly gates and the streets made out of milk and honey, but we have to be 
concerned about the streets in Montgomery, Alabama.’ And I felt like he was talking to 
me.”  

In 2004, Lewis said, “Sometimes I feel today that maybe, just maybe, the religious 
leaders are too quiet. They need to make a little noise — need to push and to pull, 
and to be prophets. On some of the big issues, moral issues, seem like we been so 
silent. Somehow, we need to find a way to reclaim our position as people of faith.” 

John Lewis was a man of faith and a great man; courageous, humble and upright. He 
was a man of God who wanted to make sure the role of faith in changing a nation is 
never forgotten. 



Today at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, GA there will be a private funeral for 
John Lewis. It is the church where Martin Luther King Jr. grew up and became co-
pastor. It is also where John Lewis was married. 

As John Lewis is buried today, I invite all of us to meditate on his words: 

“You are a light. You are the light. Never let anyone—any person or any force—
dampen, dim or diminish your light. Study the path of others to make your way easier 
and more abundant. Lean toward the whispers of your own heart, discover the 
universal truth, and follow its dictates…. Release the need to hate, to harbor division, 
and the enticement of revenge. Release all bitterness. Hold only love, only peace in 
your heart, knowing that the battle of good to overcome evil is already won. Choose 
confrontation wisely, but when it is your time don't be afraid to stand up, speak up, 
and speak out against injustice. And if you follow your truth down the road to peace 
and the affirmation of love, if you shine like a beacon for all to see, then the poetry 
of all the great dreamers and philosophers is yours to manifest in a nation, a world 
community, and a Beloved Community that is finally at peace with itself.” 

― John Lewis, Across That Bridge: A Vision for Change and the Future of America 

Yours in the journey, 

Pastor Kristen 

Announcements 

Return Leadership Team: The Return Team and your pastor have set the date of 
Sunday, August 16th as the time when we will return to in-person worship services. Our 
new worship services will be on Sunday at 10am and on Wednesday at 7pm.  

We will also be offering online video of our worship services as well as online sermons 
and the weekly devotions on the Pastor’s Page.  

August 16th will also be a return to the in-person ministries of the church. Our Boy 
Scouts and support groups will be able to meet in the church, following CDC 
guidelines. However, our Before and After School Program and Enduring Strings 
Program will be closed until further notice.  

Our first priority remains keeping one another safe. We care deeply for you, and 
remain committed to doing all we can for each other’s safety and health. To that end, 
I’m offering a word of caution, that the August 16th date should be treated as 
preliminary. We will keep assessing the situation as time marches on and will inform 
you immediately should any changes be made to this schedule. 

Thank you for your patience, understanding and prayers, 

Pastor Kristen 



Crete Food Pantry- Wednesday- August 5, 2020 

Weekly on Wednesday mornings, from 9:00 a.m. till noon, the Crete Food Pantry is 
giving curbside to those in need a free bag of groceries who are Crete Township 
residents at 1367 Wood Street, IL 60417.  

Only Crete Township Residents are eligible to receive the bag of groceries from The 
Crete Food Pantry.   

If you are able to help financially at this time, your gift will be put to immediate use.  
Any monetary gift is tax deductible and can be sent to The Crete Pantry, 1367 Wood 
Street, Crete, Illinois 60417.   

  

  

  

 


